Title: “LOOK TO JESUS AND LIVE” (Prayer Sunday)


20th January 2013.

Introduction: Church, we thank God for this NEW YEAR! I am privilege to talk on a title “Look to Jesus and Live”. I believe we all want to see the end of the year and cross over to the next year, I believe we don’t want our business or marriage or health to fail in 2013. If that is our desire, to overcome all obstacle and to get into the next year then I believe we have to ‘Look to Jesus and Live!’ David said in Psalm 16:8 “I have set the Lord always before me; Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved.”  If we set the LORD before us this Year, we will LIVE! If we will look to Jesus in fellowship with Him, in our marriages, in our business, in our studies, in our health and finances, they will not collapse but will stand strong and live through.  
The theme for the year is “Look to Jesus”. What a perfect way to face life. Saints of God, we have the KEYS in our hands as a Church to UNLOCK all satanic situations to the top of our calling in this life. Therefore, I am here to provoke you into good works…tell the person sitting next to you “provoke me into good works” from today, provoke me into good works. 
Let pray

Beloved, what have you SET before you in life! Is God Himself your goal this year? You may say but I am a believer and I know God. Yes, I know you know God. I know about your commitment and love for the things of God. The letter to the Church of Ephesus in Rev. 2:1-5, “…Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; ….” The Church in Ephesus knew God but still God has something against them, just like we are today! We have all forgotten our FIRST LOVE when we came to know the Lord! We use to hate sin to the core, calling evil as evil, no compromise whatsoever; we choose God above everything even at the peril of our lives. But that cannot be said about us today! Where have we fallen in knowing Him and our commitment to Him? We are admonish to “…repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent.” We will only live and survive if we set our Heart to LOOK TO JESUS in ALL WAYS. And so who are some of the people we can look up to? 

In Ezekiel 14:12-14. The Bible talks about THREE ordinary MEN, with families, honored with wealth and power yet they lived their live to the fullest! Noah, Daniel and Job stood tall and make use of their God given talent, opportunities to honor God. Therefore, God said should they be found in that country, He will safe them by their righteousness. The land is like…
· Our world today, the land that persists in unfaithfulness.

· Our world, where there is no truth.

· Our world where judgment has been perverted.

· No fear of God, the love of men is towards self and the things of this world.
Like our land today, that persists in unfaithfulness! The calamities and the disasters that are happening, financial mess, terrorism, breakdown of moral standards and the famine are as a result of our unfaithfulness, our evils on the land. The idol in our lives, taking the place of God!   
In a country like that, God will only safe people whose life depict that of NOAH, DANIEL and JOB. They will save themselves by their righteousness before the Lord!
In Genesis 6, God found Noah, as a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time. He walked with God Even though the world was filled with evil people. The people knew he walked with God in all things! 
Noah in ‘Absolute Obedience’ overcame the world. He LOOK to God in Absolute Obedience over the fame, position, money, etc. that the world will offer. This year are we going to look to Jesus in all our involvements and live? Are we going to choose God over the unfaithful world’s offer and live? How do people around us see us? Can they testify that we FULLY OBEY God and ignore illicit money and power or they see us loving money and all other things more than God? 
Noah in Absolute Obedience chose God and live; he walked with God all the way!

Ezekiel mentioned Daniel as the second person. Daniel – ‘Die to SELF’. “Look to Jesus” also demand we “Die to Self”, ignored the pleasure and the opportunity presented to us in order to please God. The book of Daniel show us how privilege Daniel was even though he was in captivity. He was honored to eat from the kings table, food that are first offered to idols before the king. A golden opportunity, difficult for many people to resist but he chose to please God than pleasing himself and man. He died to the self satisfaction that will be for a while and live!
Daniel chooses to be thrown into the fiery furnace with his brothers than to please man. Daniel 1. 

Daniel dies to the pleasures and comfort of this world and chooses suffers for God. – Daniel 3
He preferred to “Look to Jesus” than King Darius and be thrown in to the den of lions. Daniel dies to his flesh and chooses to “Look to God and Live”. – Daniel 6.

Beloved, this world of sin will come on us with the choices of choosing to Die to ourselves comfort or to satisfy ourselves, in that case what do we do? Daniel choose to LOOK to Jesus and overcame his flesh and was accorded him a righteous man. Daniel chooses God ALL the WAY!!!

Lastly, Ezekiel mentioned Job. Job, ENDURE ALL HARDNESS as a good soldier of the Lord. (2 Timothy 2:3). LOOK TO JESUS calls for ENDURANCE! God was so proud of Job’s love and commitment towards Him. Therefore, Satan seeks the opportunity to attack him so that he will curse God. 
Job, in a day, lost his wealth, servants and children. What a tragedy? The object of the devil was to force Job to LOOK to something other than God in moment of challenges and trails. In moment of losses and tragedy, where no one seems to be concern, where do you turn to? Job, instead of being angry and complain with the whys??? He said…
In Job 1:21 and 22, “He said, naked I came from my mother’s womb and naked I will depart” The Lord gave and He has taken away; May the Name of the Lord be praised”. The verse 22..
“In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.”
His health was attack to the lowest point of shame that the wife could no longer accept it, and so advice the husband to curse God and die!

In all these challenges, Job ENDURE and kept faith with God. He “LOOK TO JESUS” over all he went through therefore, overcomes the devil. Job overcame Lucifer – Satan himself therefore was accorded him a righteous man. Job did not die in his challenges, he live! 
Are we ready to “LOOK TO JESUS AND LIVE” this year? 
Beloved, the Bible says in 1 John 2:17, the world and the fullness thereof shall pass away but those who do the will of God shall abide forever. 
In this New Year, if we will survive and succeed then we need to “LOOK TO JESUS” in/to:

· Absolute Obedience to God to overcome the world and it pleasures as Noah did.

· Die to SELF to overcome our flesh as Daniel did.
· ENDURE ALL HARDNESS in God to overcome Satan, the devil as Job did.

The world and fullness shall pass away!

· Take your eyes off the things of this World and “Look to Jesus” and Live! (Psalm 16:8)
· Take your eyes off the things of this World and “Look to Jesus” to do your First WORKS!(Rev.2:1-5)
· Take your eyes off the things of this World and “Look to Jesus” to do Greater WORKS!(John 14:12)
Again, are we ready to “LOOK TO JESUS AND LIVE” this year? Yes, then shall we stand up before the Lord as enter into a time of prayer.   [image: image1.png]





